Samuel Robinson: Man of Passion and Principle

amuel Robinson was a man of action and deep principle, a leader by example. He came from Russia to the United States

during a wave of Eastern European immigration, arriving in Galveston, Texas in 1901. At the University of Texas, he earned

a degree in engineering, then worked in Texas fisheries, Louisiana oil fields, and as a surveyor for Houston harbor. His 1913
college yearbook described him as having an “inborn desire to eradicate aristocratic tendencies.” It continued, “Sam will have an

idea on any subject, no matter how insignificant.” S I R b [

As engineering was not his life’s calling, he proceeded
to obtain a degree in optometry. His father, Daniel
operated a jewelry store in downtown
Asheville between 1915 and 1942. He told his
son he believed there would be opportunity

for him here in western North Carolina. The
young Dr. Robinson then moved to Asheville
to begin a practice in optometry. Thriving

in this new mountain environment, Dr.
Robinson immersed himself in numerous civic
duties, including serving on the [Asheville]
Metropolitan Planning Board. His many
accomplishments resulted in the naming of
Robinson Hall on the campus of the University
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Dr. Samuel Robinson 1891-1973

Dr. Samuel Robinson hiking in the
mountains he loved (1937). The
environment was one of his pas-
sions. An avid hiker, he kept a
detailed record of every hike he
made. An active member of the
Carolina Mountain Club until he
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